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C'S GET DEGREES:
Baruch cafe receives ‘C’ grade following sanitary violations

ALI HUSSAIN | THE TICKER

Live mice have been spotted in the food areas of Baruch College’s Barnes & Noble Cafe, according to a recent New York City Health Department report, helping the cafe earn a "C" grade with 35 violation points.
BY JONATHAN SPERLING

BUSINESS MANAGER

Live mice have been spotted in the food areas of Baruch College’s Barnes & Noble Cafe, according to a recent New York City Health Department report. The cafe racked up a total of
35 violation points following a Dec. 26, 2018, inspection, earning it a “C” grade. The grade can be seen posted on the business’ Lexington Avenue entrance. “Evidence of mice or live mice
present in facility's food and/or non-food areas,” the Health Department’s report reads.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Four USG senate members resign and exit table
BY NOAH FLEISCHMAN

BUSINESS EDITOR

Four Undergraduate Student Government table members have resigned since late December, with Chair
of Philanthropy Liz Barzman, Vice President of Academic Affairs Carlton Maddix, Vice President of Campus
Affairs Kendra Lojano and Representative Sen. Mohammad Shahid exiting the table. As of press time, five USG
table members total have resigned from this cabinet.
Students Robert Da Rita and Briana Staten will take on the roles as chair of the philanthropy committee and
vice president of Academic Affairs, respectively. Elections for the vacated positions were held on the Jan. 29
public senate meeting. The two other senate positions will be filled via elections held on Feb. 15.
Applications for representative senator and vice president of Campus Affairs can be found on the USG Facebook page. Requirements include having at least a 2.5 GPA, being available on Tuesdays for meetings, taking at
least six credits and not being on the e-board of another club on campus.

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

17 Lex construction once again is too disruptive

F

aculty, administration and members of the Undergraduate Student Government have warned students
about construction in the 23rd Street building since before spring 2017. But no warning could have prepared
anyone for the chaos of having a class or activity in that building.
While some students head to class in the Newman Vertical Campus with a mere five minutes to spare before
professors mark them late, other students in the 23rd Street building — also known as the Lawrence and Eris
Field Building — head there with 15 or 20 extra minutes, just to barely make it to class on time. The discrepancy is
measurable, and students have already come to expect massive lines in front of the elevators. What the students
had not yet expected was a fire in the 23rd Street building on Jan. 28. Students who attended class in that building
reported smelling smoke and felt that the conditions were inadequate for an environment to foster learning.
Despite the smoke, construction still went on. During the day when there are classes in that building, construction heavily impedes the learning process. The classrooms rumble when construction occurs inside the building.
The power tools the construction workers use drown out professors and students. The loud thuds of any moving
materials catch students off-guard.
There are notices plastered around and within the building that say students and professors are to expect construction. The school didn’t keep its plans for the Field building a secret, but that doesn’t make the situation acceptable.

VICTORIA MERLINO | THE TICKER

Planned club area paint job faces
delay after contractor setback
BY VICTORIA MERLINO

MANAGING EDITOR

Planned painting of Baruch College club areas over winter break
stalled after plans for an outside contractor fell through, leaving some areas to be painted and the Graduate Student Assembly area only partially
painted as the semester began.
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Bookstore cafe receives ‘C’ rating
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“Facility not vermin proof. Harborage or conditions conducive to
attracting vermin to the premises
and/or allowing vermin to exist.”
In order for a restaurant to earn
a “C” grade from a Health Department inspection, its total violation
points must tally up to 28 or more.
Restaurants with a score between
0 and 13 points earn an “A” grade,
while those with 14 to 27 points receive a “B” grade.
Critical violations, such as
evidence of mice in a restaurant's
food areas, carries a minimum of
five violation points.
In addition to the live vermin
found in the report, a Health Department inspector also found that
the cafe’s non-food contact surface
and equipment were not properly
maintained, nor were they properly
sealed.
This makes the surface unable
to be cleaned on all sides, above
and underneath, according to the
Health Department.
Besides being an eating area,
the cafe is also the site of Baruch
club and organization events, such
as Encounters Magazine’s “Coffee@6” open mic event.
Undergraduate Student Government President Radhika Kalani told The Ticker that she would
reach out to Assistant Vice President of Campus Facilities Lisa Edwards in order to “make the cafe
cleaner.”
“USG can also try to promote
and market keeping the area cleaner (less crumbs, less mice) etc.,” Kalani told The Ticker in a message.
“But what we as Baruch students can do is make sure we don’t
leave the area a mess because we
are messy. Mice are obviously hard
to control. We can look into more
mice traps as well to limit the ones

that are already out there.”
Edwards told The Ticker in an
email that “vendors are required
to maintain and clean their leased
spaces, specifically with regards
to food preparation. Campus Facilities Office (CFO) provides infrastructure related support.”
She added that “CFO maintains
an exterminator who regularly visits
all food prep, storage, and refuse areas (in addition to other locations).
The vendor uses Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) methods. IPM
is an effective and environmentally
sensitive approach to pest management that relies on a combination
of common-sense practices that
endeavors to provide the least possible hazards to people, property,
and the environment.”
Angie Mendez, the bookstore’s
store manager told The Ticker via
email that after the health inspection, the store “developed an action plan to ensure our café is
achieving top standards of cleanliness, which included reviewing
and retraining our store team on
our daily cleaning practices. Additionally, all members of our
store management team are now
certified or in the process of being
certified for Food Safety Manager
advanced level training. We want
our bookstore and café to be welcoming, enjoyable places for students and the campus community
to gather, and cleanliness is an important part of that.”
Mendez also confirmed that
there is no longer any evidence of
rodents remaining, but that the situation would continue to be monitored through regular visits from
pest control professionals.
“We worked to identify potential entry points for rodents and
storage practices to reduce exposure. We have resealed counters
and stock room perimeters, and

reorganized the back room storage
utilizing rodent proof containers,”
Mendez said.
In two previous inspections,
conducted in October 2016 and
December 2017, an inspector noted that the cafe had earned 12 violation points, good enough for an
“A” grade. In the 2017 inspection
report, inspectors noted that the
cafe had evidence of live mice in its
food and/or non-food areas.
In both 2016 and 2017, the cafe’s
plumbing was reported as being
“not properly installed or maintained” and having a poorly functioning sewage disposal system.
Students who were asked about
the food area’s grade said they were
unhappy with its implications.
“That’s not good,” senior and
customer of the cafe Raul Cruz
said. “I guess this is my last time
getting this coffee here, the only
reason I come here is for convenience. Hopefully they figure out
how to get an ‘A,’ because it’s Baruch. We need to have high standards for ourselves.”
The cafe is one of just two eateries in the immediate area to
earn a “C” grade from the Health
Department in recent weeks. The
other restaurant was the Popeyes
Louisiana Kitchen located at 75
Lexington Ave. Evidence of mice
was also found in that restaurant’s
food area.
Edwards told The Ticker that in
order to reduce the chance of mice
on campus, students should discard any food eaten in common
areas/club areas in trash cans.
“Food and beverages should
not be brought in to class rooms
[sic] and lecture halls,” she said.
“What may be a crumb to a student
can be a feast to a hungry mouse.”
Additional reporting by Amanda
Salazar.

‘Neon Night’ marks the
end of ‘Welcome Week’
BY AMANDA SALAZAR

NEWS ASSISTANT

Baruch
College’s
Undergraduate Student Government
hosted “Welcome Week” to usher
in the new semester with a series of four events starting on
Jan. 28.
Each day of the week, students were able to enjoy activities meant to make the transition
back to school a little more enjoyable.
The week kicked off on Monday with “Picture Perfect,” during which students were able to
take Polaroid photos with their
friends, followed up by “Leggo
my Eggloo” on Tuesday.
At Wednesday’s event, “Wing
It,” Bearcats were able to grab
some food while on their way to
class.
Last week’s events were adjusted from the previous semester
to be more fast-paced, something
organizers hoped would make
the activities more accessible and
enjoyable for students, according
to Vice President of Student Affairs Aaron D’Souza.
“Every semester we get new
students, whether it be transfers or first years, and [Welcome
Week’s] just a way to welcome
them to Baruch, but also to welcome back students who’ve al-

ready been here, so that there’s
something that they can be
looking forward to,” D’Souza
said.
“The start of the semester’s always rough: You get bombarded
with classes after a long break,
you get all these syllabi, you
find out that all those 4.0 professors turn out to be terrible. It’s
just something to calm students
down.”
Despite the fast-paced theme,
the final “Welcome Week” event,
“Neon Night,” was held in the
Multipurpose Room on Thursday
night, unlike the other events that
were in the second-floor cafeteria.
USG organizers, including
Joshua Castillo, chair of arts, decorated the Multipurpose Room
with balloons, neon tape and
black lights.
There was a tablecloth painting contest, where partygoers got
the chance to paint black tablecloths with neon paint, and musicians with drums decked out in
neon glow lights played rhythms
people were encouraged to repeat
back.
Overall, students involved
with the week’s events said they
were proud of how this semester
was welcomed.
“I thought it has gone phenomenally,” Castillo said.

CORRECTION
IN THE ISSUE 8 ARTICLE “BOARD OF DIRECTORS REVOKES TAMID'S BUDGET FOR VIOLATING
RULES," IT WAS STATED THAT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS REVOKED THE CLUB TAMID'S BUDGET,
WHEN ACTUALLY THE UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT GOVERNMENT ONLY DISCUSSED BRINGING IT
TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. IT WAS ALSO STATED THAT TAMID WAS AFFILIATED WITH HILLEL
WHEN THE CLUB IS NOT. WE REGRET THESE ERRORS.

NYSABPRL blows cash on ‘caucus
weekend,’ skimps on scholarships
BY SHEIK FLORADEWAN

NEWS EDITOR

Every year, student delegates
are selected by the Undergraduate Student Government to attend
the New York State Association of
Black and Puerto Rican Legislators
Conference to raise scholarship
funds for minority youth, but there
has been no money for scholarships in the past two years.
During the 2015-2016 fiscal
year, the NYSABPRL Conference
spent most of its cash on a “Caucus Weekend,” which consists of a
series of workshops, concerts and
parties for members of the Assembly and the Senate.
According to the New York Post,
the group threw a “lavish annual
soiree — including $6,000 on limos
— and gave out no grants.”
The group was said to charge
“sponsors up to $50,000 for a
chance to party with lawmakers at
events that have i ncluded Grammy
Award-winning rappers and highprofile speakers such as Hillary
Clinton and Jesse Jackson.”
It is unclear whether scholarships were given out in 2017-2018
fiscal year.
USG President Radhika Kalani,
who helped plan the annual trip
to Albany this year, said when she
went to the conference, “They had
these extravagant scholarship dinners and it was an expensive trip
overall, so to find that they were
raising all this money, but they’re
not even spending it on scholarships was really surprising.”
Vice President of Legislative Affairs Navjot Pal Kaur stated in an
interview with The Ticker, “There
is a lack of transparency in how
scholarship money raised from
this caucus is utilized,” adding,

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

Students gathered in the main gym to explore different clubs and opportunities.

BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER

“The scholarship fund is not for
politicians, it’s for students who
cannot afford their education.”
As a solution to this lack of
transparency, Kaur suggested that
this is a concern the ethics committee needs to look into in order
to determine where the funds are
going to make sure students are allocated the money the conference
is intended for.
If USG can raise this issue and
have it investigated, USG plans to
get the money back, she said. Kaur
expressed that she is more hopeful
going into this year’s conference,
as the student delegates they selected are eager to learn about the
political process and what the Albany legislation looks like.
She stated that “because many
students do not know how to
reach out to their representatives,
this will be a good way to expose
them to who their senate members are and who their assembly
members are.”
The week of the conference,

Feb. 11 to 17, is lobbying week in
Albany, and Feb. 12 is Higher Education Action Day, during which
CUNY’s Undergraduate Student
Senate is co-sponsoring a bus trip
to Albany for students, faculty, staff
and alumni to speak to legislators
to support affordable and accessible higher education.
This lobbying effort is different
from the caucus in that HEAD is
run by CUNY students to encourage lawmakers to freeze tuition
while the caucus is a day to give
out scholarships and is more selective with attendees.
The caucus has its own gala
funded by a private sponsor and is
more of a celebration for the organization and for students who are
receiving scholarships, which are
given according to a combination
of both merit and need basis.
This year will be the 48th annual legislative conference and
students can hope to get more
scholarship funds than in previous years.

‘Club Fair’ draws students
eager to become involved
BY SHERON VIRANI

COPY EDITOR

As per tradition, Baruch College kicked off the spring semester with a “Club Fair,” which was
held on Jan. 31 in the main gym.
The “Club Fair” served as a
reflection of Baruch’s spirit, diversity and versatility as clubs of
various professions, religions and
cultures gathered together to welcome students wanting to get involved in student life.
Club members distributed
candies, balloons and merchandise to attract students signing up
for each respective club’s email
list. Some cultural clubs even
gave out sweets from their native
countries to appeal to students.
The WBMB Radio of Baruch
College served as the evening’s
DJs, keeping students upbeat
throughout the afternoon.
While Baruch’s well-established clubs, such as the Accounting Society, ALPFA, UCLA, CEO
and Hillel, were celebrating their

history, the Pakistani Student
Association, Toastmaster’s International, and Advertising Design
Society relaunched themselves
and began a new journey.
“ADS is going to be the first
design society here. We aim to
teach students how to use Adobe
Photoshop and other design skills
as it is essential to know the basics,” said Heenakshi Malhotra, a
graphic communications major
and an e-board member of ADS.
The Sexual Assault and Harassment Committee was also
present at the fair, accompanied
by Baruch’s Health Center.
The members of the committee said that their core goal this
year was “to create assault awareness throughout the school and
inform students of the resources they have available here at
Baruch.”
The enthusiasm of club members is only representative of the
many exciting events that are
ahead for Baruch’s students this
upcoming year.
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Planned club area painting faces delay after contractor setback
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
All club rooms, the club suite
area, the Media Suite — where The
Ticker is located — the third-floor
hallway, game rooms and the Undergraduate Student Government
and Graduate Student Assembly
areas were all scheduled to be
painted during the month-long
break.
When students returned to
school, however, only the insides
of USG members’ offices, the
club suite area and club rooms
were painted the chosen light blue
color.
“Recent changes to the New
York State contract procurement
procedures, that we are required
to abide by, would have extended the contract award time and
completely miss the January window to start the work,” Assistant
Vice President Lisa Edwards, who
manages the Baruch Campus Operations department, wrote in an
email to The Ticker.
Administrators decided that it
would be better to use in-house
painters and work off hours to
complete work on the 15,000
square feet of area by mid-April.
“The end result will be the same
completion time as a contractor,
however, with far less disruptions
to the spaces as the Baruch's painters can do quick start and stops in
small areas. A contractor would
require solid blocks of times in
large areas that would have to be
vacated for the duration,” Edwards
wrote.
There is also the additional
benefit of having substantial saving on the project with Baruch staff
completing the work, she continued. GSA was originally supposed
to have its area completely painted
by Jan. 25.
However, on Jan. 24, an email
was sent out that explained that

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

Students return to Baruch with patches of white paint covering the colorful green, blue and orange walls of the club suite area on the third floor, making it look disorganized.
the room would not reopen until Feb. 5 as painting continued
within, said Maria Markowicz, the
GSA’s social media director and an
e-board member.
“It definitely could have been
a lot worse,” Markowicz, one of
The Ticker’s former managing
editors, said of the situation. GSA

had to host a general meeting
in the first week of the semester
without their designated area,
but Markowicz gave the Office of
Student Life credit for finding a
new location for the event right
away.
“It did end up working out because it was a huge crowd that we

probably [could] not even fit in our
own room,” Markowicz said.However, GSA does not have permanent location until the organization can re-enter its club area.
“Let’s be mindful of the space,”
Radhika Kalani, president of USG,
told the rest of the senate during a
public meeting on Jan. 29 as they

waited to have their meeting room
painted, asking them to make sure
the walls stayed clean.
Work has already begun in the
third-floor corridor that connects
these club areas, and students
will continue to watch and wait
as painters slowly make their way
through the semester.

USG's new vice president of legislative affairs wants you to vote
BY VICTORIA MERLINO

MANAGING EDITOR

In response to the resignation of
Mark Vilk late last semester, Baruch
College’s Undergraduate Student
Government has elected a new
vice president of Legislative Affairs
to take his place for the spring semester: senior and political science
major Navjot Kaur.
In an interview with The Ticker,
Kaur stressed that she wants to use
the position to help Baruch College

students become more civically
minded and engaged.
Under her, students can learn
how to run for their community
board, how to talk to their local
council member and what zoning
laws are.
She also wants to encourage
more students to vote.
“I think that high school has not
done us justice,” Kaur said. “The
civics classes are very poorly managed. They are just regurgitating
American history but they’re not

really telling you these things. So I
feel like I’m filling the gap at least
for Baruch students.”
Executive Vice President Emma
Jorgensen said in regard to Kaur’s
position, “Her most current plan is
to register as many voters as possible for the upcoming NYC Public Advocate election,” adding that
“she has started pushing for this at
our USG events.”
At USG’S “largest event so far
this year, 'Neon Night,' Navjot got
up on stage and announced the
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Kaur also helps manage USG's annual trip to the New York State Association of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators Conference.

upcoming election. She also had
a table set up outside the room.
This drive is exactly what we have
wished for in a VP of Legislative Affairs,” Jorgensen said.
Kaur also wants to create an instruction manual for her position
by the end of her tenure, so future
legislative affairs members have
a guideline that can be easily followed.
Kaur is comfortable with local politics, having served on local
political campaigns in her native
Queens and in an assembly member’s office. She has also worked for
nonprofits and has done work at
the United Nations.
“Navjot was a wild card when we
elected her; she had amazing experience but none of us had known
much about her prior to electing
her,” Jorgensen said.
Before transferring to Baruch
College in 2017, Kaur attended the
Borough of Manhattan Community
College.
She was involved with the Hindu Student Association and the
United Sikh Association when she
first transferred here but only recently decided to join USG despite
her outside experience in politics.
“I thought to myself last semester when this position opened up, I
was like, ‘I want to spend like [the]
one semester I have left to make
sure that I learn what student government offers to students,’” she
said.
Kaur was involved with lobbying for CUNY on a greater scale,
bringing knowledge of state politics
and the CUNY Board of Trustees to
the positions.
She spoke of the divide between
the board of trustees and students,
especially during hearings where
students and staff are allowed to
present a brief speech to the board,
which usually addresses concerns
that they have about specific as-

pects of CUNY.
She said that sometimes board
members won’t even look at the
person testifying.
“Those meetings are very emotional for me. That’s why I don’t go
sometimes, because it’s frustrating
to me that I feel like I’m shouting
into an empty space,” she said.
She has also lobbied for CUNY
in Albany with the public education interest group NYPIRG, which
has a presence on some CUNY
campuses.
She said, however, that not
much advanced on her lobbying
trip because there weren’t enough
students.
“CUNY had a tuition freeze in
2016. … And you know why? Because people showed up,” Kaur
said. “Lawmakers have told me
sometimes that they are loath — I
hate to say this, but they are loath to
listen to students because we don't
show up in numbers. They look at
numbers, like how many students
actually bothered to take time out
their day to come talk to me about
this.”
Besides educating students
about civics and CUNY, Kaur wants
to support more women in Baruch
who want to become involved in
politics, saying that she herself has
experienced sexism during her
work.
“I believe there needs to be a
reformation in the way that we
view women leaders,” Kaur said.
She continued by saying that she is
proud that USG’s top leadership are
women.
She ended the interview by
urging students to go out and vote
during the special election for
New York City public advocate on
Feb. 26.
Though she doesn’t endorse any
political candidates, she advocated
for students to bring their friends
and to maybe even “vote and chill.”
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Students visit Israel through the
David Project
TEXT AND PHOTOS BY DIANA SHISHKINA

FEBRUARY 4, 2019
Three students from Baruch College traveled to Israel through The David Project’s “Israel Uncovered: Campus Leader's
Mission,” a nonprofit organization whose goal is to increase students’ knowledge and understanding of the country and
its political, cultural and social complexities. Through the program, Jewish and non-Jewish students alike from campuses
all over the country are able to spend 10 days traveling all over Israel, meeting key speakers from all walks of life and
immersing themselves in the culture of the nation.

Sea of Galilee and the Golan Heights
During the first few days, students visited the northern parts of Israel, where they stayed by the Sea of Galilee, a biblical site and a source of much of Israel’s current water and irrigation. The students were able
to explore the Mount of Beatitudes, believed to be the location where Jesus gave his famous Sermon on the Mount, and share stories about what their individual faiths meant to them. They also took a jeep tour
of the Golan Heights, an area that has been the source of much political conflict due to its proximity with the Syrian border.

Tel Aviv, Jaffa and the Gaza Strip

Israeli settlements and Palestinian territories

In their two-day stay in Tel Aviv, students learned about Israeli history, politics, innovation, modern culture and religion
while exploring the western parts of Israel. Students also learned about the LGBTQ community in Tel Aviv and how the city
grew to become one of the most queer-friendly cities in the world. A look at the Gaza border introduced the students to the
nuances of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, something they were able to dive into more over the latter half of their trip.

Students were able to experience both sides of the conflict during their trip.
They visited an indoor playground in Sderot, which is the only playground that
also serves as a bomb shelter in times of crisis. They visited Roots, a project
that brings Israeli settlers and Palestinians together to openly communicate
and discuss potential solutions for peace between their communities. Finally,
the students visited Ramallah, a Palestinian city in the West Bank. They met
with young tech entrepreneurs and a diplomat from the Palestinian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, who explained their struggles of living among conflict and what
solutions they believe could bring about peace in the nation.

Jerusalem
Students kicked off their stay in Jerusalem with camel rides and a windy day in
the Dead Sea, the lowest point on earth. They also toured through Yad Vashem,
a museum and a memorial whose goal is to collect the name and stories of all 6
million Jewish victims of the Holocaust. To cap off their visit, students saw how
numerous religions came together in one place. They visited the Temple Mount
in the Old City, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Western Wall. Finally,
they celebrated a traditional Shabbat dinner with a host family to end their trip
and reflect on their experiences over the past week.
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Lex building disrupts learning
environment for all students
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Students still shell out thousands of dollars to attend Baruch College, but increasingly, classes in the 23rd Street building are not worth
the tuition that Baruch demands from students. Before phase one of the
construction started, administrative members made it clear students
would attend classes while construction was ongoing. They apologized
for any burdens but tried to justify the decision by saying that it’s the
only way to complete the construction within the desired timeframe.
The result is maddening. We are two years into the project, and
nothing has gotten easier for students when it comes to taking classes
in that building. At this point, administration must realize that construction and education cannot coexist in the 23rd Street building. It
is time for administrative members — especially Baruch College President Mitchel B. Wallerstein — to consider other options, like moving
the students and professors to another location or opting for a different
construction schedule.
Students should no longer put up with anything less than the stellar quality of education that Baruch continuously promises and gloats
about. And administrative members cannot keep basking in the silence
of students and professors who feel like they don’t have a say in this.

Privacy breach outrages tech users

T

echnology and social media are two constantly developing innovations that people all over the world put their trust in. Whether
it’s asking Amazon’s Alexa to play a song, using FaceTime to have
a face-to-face conversation with a friend in another state, or posting
pictures 10 years apart on Facebook, billions of people use technology
to connect with others and to make their lives more convenient and
interesting.
However, as they place their trust in these technologies that are
seemingly developed to make lives better, it is revealed on an almost
regular basis that their privacy is being breached. Data is sold to companies so they can target those whom their products, services or even
election candidates would attract. Websites track data by using cookies, something almost every user of the Internet agrees to — sometimes
blindly or without a choice. Data breaches are not uncommon, and
even iCloud and other cloud-based companies have been hacked with
the data received sold around the Internet for distribution.
As scary as this sounds, however, people continue to place their
trust in these companies. Their lives are legitimately being made easier
by smart home technology and social media, which allows them to
stay in touch with others. It is up to the companies that provide us with
these technologies to protect our privacy.
Privacy statements are often required to be agreed to when signing
up for these programs and websites, yet are often incredibly difficult
to read and understand. It's probably safe to assume that most people
don't even bother reading them, yet they are the same ones to complain
when their data is breached. It almost seems as if these companies are
intentionally making it difficult to read and understand terms and conditions and taking advantage of those whose lives they are ostensibly
making better.
These companies have a responsibility to protect privacy instead of
taking advantage of their users. We are supposed to be the users of the
technology, not the used. Our privacy should be paramount. “10 year
challenges” should not have to be hypothesized by Wired to be a ploy
by Facebook to update facial recognition services.
Users of Amazon Alexa should know that Alexa is recording and
sending conversations back to Amazon to “help improve their product” without having to spend a half hour reading privacy statements
that often aren't available until after one signs up for a program. Major
companies need to act now before another huge breach occurs, which
could further deteriorate user trust.

JOEL BAUTISTA | THE TICKER

The government shutdown only
crushes the nation's well-being
Trump offers an ineffective solution for ongoing problems, impacting Americans' financial security.

T

he 35-day partial government shutdown hit the United States hard. Since Dec. 11,
a fight over funding for President
Donald Trump’s proposed border
wall between the United States
and Mexico has been consistently
progressing. Trump, rather than
seeking immediate gains with his
policies, should focus on the wellbeing of citizens. The most recent
shutdown affected 800,000 federal workers and delayed federal
spending. According to the Congressional Budget Office, $3 billion
will never be recovered due to the
closure.
On Jan. 3, Democrats passed a
spending package that would result in reopening the government
and allocating more than $1.3 billion in funding for border security
measures, but not a border wall.
Nevertheless, Trump insisted that
there will be no compromise without funding for a wall.
To this day, Trump has remained tenacious — he’s made a
deal to pay $5.7 billion in funding
for his border wall. The president
had even threatened Democratic
leaders, claiming that he would
possibly prolong the government
shutdown for years if he did not get
his way.
Cheryl Monroe, a Food and
Drug Administration employee,
rallied to stop the shutdown in

Detroit, according to The Detroit
News. Along with Monroe, employees are being “deprived of that
economic security” that they once
believed they would have forever.
This record-long government shutdown makes it hard for people like
Monroe to pay her mortgage. Gary
Morton, who has been a federal
employee since 1981, has claimed
to miss out on more than $4,000 in
pay. Morton has had to cut back on
living expenses since the shutdown
began, The Washington Post stated.
He claims that nowadays, his only
expenses are basic necessities.
The closure of the government
shook the country to its foundation.
Unscheduled absences among the
staff of the U.S. Transportation Security Administration have risen
to a record 10 percent since agents
were required to work for no pay.
Despite the national crisis,
Trump tweeted, “Nancy Pelosi has
behaved so irrationally & has gone
so far to the left that she has now
officially become a Radical Democrat. She is so petrified of the ‘lefties’ in her party that she has lost
control… And by the way, clean up
the streets in San Francisco, they
are disgusting!”
In response to Trump’s rhetoric, Speaker Nancy Pelosi tweeted
back, “800,000 Americans are going without pay. Re-open the government, let workers get their pay-

checks and then we can discuss
how we can come together to protect the border.”
The key nuance of this issue
lies in the fact that Trump’s plan
to build a border wall will be permanent, while the protections he
initially promised for recipients of
the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program would be temporary.
Democratic legislation plans
to allocate funding for border security, but not including the wall.
Trump’s proposal is not enough to
end this partial shutdown, which
could possibly happen in full effect
again if the president and Congress
cannot come up with a lasting solution during the three-week period
that the government is currently
open for.
According to a Jan. 19 statement
made by Sen. Chuck Schumer, it
was clear that Schumer believed
that in order to come up with effective remedies, Trump should
put an end to the government shutdown, hold a discussion and devise
bipartisan solutions. Finally, the
shutdown came to an end on Jan.
25. Senate Republicans dread that
another shutdown, now considered a political weapon, could happen in less than three weeks.
-Stacy Kim
Journalism ‘21

Egg schools celebs on nature of virality
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ylie Jenner’s photo with her
newborn baby, Stormi Webster, pulled in 18 million
likes, earning the title of the most
liked Instagram photo. Jenner is
one of the youngest to become one
of its members to reach $1 billion
in net worth at the age of 21, according to Forbes.
Jenner may be considered one
of the up-and-coming socialites of
this decade because of her spotlight on the show Keeping Up with
the Kardashians and the dropping
of her own makeup line. She has
garnered the reputation of being
the “it” girl of social media.
But Jenner’s photo of Stormi
is no longer the most-liked photo
on Instagram. A viral egg now has
over 50 million likes, prompting
the world to question the significance and importance of such a
random post, and more importantly, why Jenner lost her Instagram crown to an egg.
Celebrities have a following,
which lead to sponsorships and

the development of their own
products. This is what makes them
have a constant source of funding
and popularity. Many may say the
true fame of Jenner is due to her
sisters’ network and her tyrant
mother’s great marketing skills.
When looking at social media,
most are looking for content. User
rates increase when something
said creates situations that can
figuratively “break the internet.”
The constant discussion of
these “models” and families gives
them an identity where they sell,
whether it is their makeup products or likes on Instagram. Despite
the fact that no one should really
care about them, social media is
an undeniable addiction.
Many people don’t realize that
they check their phones at least 80
times a day, according to The New
York Post. Celebrities then realize they need to consistently post
on an everyday basis to feed their
“fans.” While most fans on social
media want to feel as if they are

cared for by a celebrity, a celebrity
only cares about promoting their
newest products in order to build
their brand.
The viral egg is nothing more
than a marketing scheme that was
popularized through Reddit and
Twitter, according to The Independent. In simple terminology, it was
a joke which everyone fed into and
thought it would be funny.
The creator of the post, Ishan
Goel, didn’t have a true reason
in posting the photo, but experimented with society’s reason in
liking Instagram photos of celebrities. Goel told India Today, "People can [rally] around the thrill
of outdoing a celebrity. It makes
the world seem less intimidating,
more light-hearted, and more accessible.”
The viral egg post did its job in
proving that celebrities are not as
important as society makes them
out to be.
-Felix Geyzer
Finance ‘21
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Big Pharma must get its So this is how the world ends. Not
fingers out of the FDA
with a bang but with nationalism.

S

ince the summer of 2018, the
Food and Drug Administration has listed over 10 heart
medications that have been voluntarily recalled due to traces of NNitrosodimethylamine. Listed as a
possible carcinogen by the World
Health Organization, NDMA is a
component of rocket fuel as well
as a contaminant of certain pesticides. The compound is much
more prevalent than one would
expect. So much so that the FDA
has also issued a warning regarding the shortage of these blood
pressure medications as a result
of all the recalls, according to
NBC News.
Many of these products have
been linked to a Chinese manufacturer, Zhejiang Huahai Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd. The company has
been cited and warned of its manufacturing violations and has even
been placed on the FDA’s import
alert list. While the import alert
does not allow any finished products from ZHP to enter the United
States, CNBC states that European
health regulators claim the traces
were most likely caused by a production change in 2012.
Though one would hope that
pharmaceutical companies would
put the health of their consumers above all else, corporations’
responsibilities are to their shareholders and not their patients.
That is the crux of the issue and it
seems unlikely that corporate values will change anytime soon.
This leads to the finger being
pointed at the regulators. The FDA
is responsible for protecting public health but has consistently allowed corporations to make profits
at the expense of our health. Torrent Pharmaceuticals Ltd. is listed
four separate times for recalls

linked to NDMA since June 2018,
according to the FDA. The proper
precaution is to force a recall of all
their products at once until it can
be ensured that there are no more
rocket fuel ingredients in them. Yet
the FDA has not done so, instead
relying on the voluntary recall of
these products by the corporations
based on their recommendations.
The FDA rarely forces the recall of
any product since it has received
the power to do so in 2011.
There has been a massive conflict of interest since the FDA had
stopped being completely funded
by taxpayer dollars in 1992 via the
Prescription Drug User Fee Act.
The PDUFA allowed for the FDA
to collect fees from pharmaceutical companies for the approval of
new drugs. Not only did this speed
up the drug approval process, it
also allowed for the FDA to have
a profitable relationship with the
drug companies. That means that
the people who are supposed to
be regulating the drug companies
are now funded by the drug companies.
Speeding up the new drug approval process and often times
looking the other way on harmful products are just some of the
ways this corruption has made
the FDA untrustworthy, making
many skeptical of modern medicine — another example of why
money needs to get out of politics.
The only way to make the FDA
objective and independent is to
get Big Pharma out of the funding
process. The FDA needs to be revamped and fully funded with tax
dollars with a new independent
body who will actually look out for
the American people.
-Pat Sikora
Journalism ‘20

D

uring the annual meeting
of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland,
the International Monetary Fund
claimed the global economy is at
its weakest, foretelling its further
debilitation by decreasing growth
estimates in 2019 from 3.7 percent
to 3.5 percent. While the world can
dismiss these hypotheticals and
ironic theme of “Globalization 4.0,”
the IMF’s statistics warrant concern in increasingly protectionist
economies. Yet, who is the global
economy’s weakest link?
Surely not our mighty United
States. After all, it is the largest
economy in the world, yet stocks
have performed their worst since
the 2008 financial crisis in 2018.
Funny how President Donald
Trump prides himself on being
an American businessman but
promotes policies that infringe on
investor confidence. Nevertheless,
among hoping to fire the Federal
Reserve chairman after interest
rates increased and facilitating the
longest government shutdown, it
is Trump’s trade war with China
that stings the global economy
most.
China reported its slowest economic growth since the 1990’s at
6.6 percent. According to CNBC,
with the United States setting tariffs on “$250 billion worth of Chinese goods,” and China imposing
tariffs on “$110 billion worth of U.S
imports.” The Financial Times says
the Trump administration refused
trade talks with Chinese representatives. As a result, stocks fell as
hard as Trump’s approval ratings,
with the Dow Jones Industrial Average dropping 462 points, the S&P
500 dropping 1.4 percent, and the
Nasdaq composite dropping 1.9
percent , according to CNN. How-

All streaming services should give
users the option to mute abusers
The backlash over R. Kelly has inspired Spotify to give all users full control on who they listen to.

L

ifetime’s six-episode documentary series introduces
rhythm and blues singer
Robert Kelly — famously known as
R. Kelly — as a shy young boy who
lived in Chicago and had a passion
for singing.
While this documentary could
have focused on Kelly’s journey
to following his dreams, the documentary centers on a much darker
side — the survivors of his abuse.
The survivors recount the tremendous physical, emotional and
sexual abuse they encountered
while working for Kelly.
From having to ask Kelly for
permission to use the bathroom
to being forced to take part in videotaped “sexual escapades,” vivid
details emerge throughout the
Surviving R. Kelly series.
Although the Lifetime network
does justice in showing the public
the decades of abuse the women
went through, one question re-

If victims suddenly turn
on the radio and hear
Kelly's music, how would
it make them feel? Radios
are spontaneous with
what they play, and even
though switching to another
station is easy, victims of
Kelly should not have to go
through that turmoil.

mains unanswered: Should the
“King of R&B” still have his content
on music streaming sites?
Spotify’s stance in the “#MuteRKelly” social media movement has
given users the freedom of choosing whether or not they want to
hear Kelly’s music.
As Billboard reports, by clicking
the “don’t play this artist” button
on the menu available on each artist’s profile page, users are able to
stream music freely without ever
hearing songs from an artist they
dislike.
Other streaming services like
Apple Music or Pandora have yet
to create something similar.
In effect, this function does
very little in actually muting Kelly’s
music completely; more so, it just
gives users the option of not listening to it, whereas two radio stations in Dallas, KKDA and KRNB,
have now decided that they are “no
longer going to support the music,”
George Cook, the director of operations for the stations, stated in
Rolling Stone.
It seems fair that radio stations
discontinue Kelly’s music because
radio stations have always been on
a public forum.
If victims suddenly turn on the
radio and hear Kelly's music, how
would it make them feel?
Radios are spontaneous with
what they play, and even though
switching to another station is
easy, victims of Kelly should not
have to go through that turmoil.
Furthermore, it does seem justified for Spotify to include their
new button because unlike radio
stations, the user has always been
in control of what they listen to.
Therefore, the ease of press-

ing a button can allow any user
to potentially wipe out any source
of Kelly or another artist from
their app.
Other services should do the
same. Apps or sites that use user
accounts, such as YouTube, should
also input this feature. Ultimately,
giving the user the option of doing what they like with their music
makes everyone happy.
However, many people are
still upset with Spotify’s policy.
They still firmly believe that Kelly’s music should be completely
wiped out.
While many can agree that his
actions were vile and disgusting,
there have been many other celebrities such as Chris Brown, Elvis
Presley, Bill Cosby, Tyga and others who have either engaged in
relationships with minors or been
arrested for charges of sexual assault, rape and battery.
But, their content is still
out on the internet, radio and
streaming sites.
For instance, The Cosby Show
still has reruns every so often, even
though Cosby was accused and
convicted of sexual abuse.
The fact is, if music aficionados
muted Kelly because of the documentary series, then they should
do the same to artists who have
also abused women for decades,
which seems impossible given
how many abusers are out there.
However,
streaming
sites
should still continue giving users
the freedom to choose who they
want to listen to and who they
want to keep out of their playlists.
-Alison Lui
Accounting ‘22

ever, they recouped after Trump’s
economic adviser, Larry Kudlow,
unconvincingly claimed no meeting was planned.
Well, either Trump should fire
his appointment scheduler or add
“resolving trade war with China” to
his list of non-priorities, right next
to climate change.
Trump frames the trade war as
a way to close the trade deficit and
to open Chinese markets while
China needs tariffs lifted and new
technology from the United States.
In that case, a short run “real” deal
that eases tensions and improves
the economies with strong diplomacy, is useful and possible, especially with Trump’s re-election
campaign. Yet the truth is, a long
run deal between the two economic powerhouses is unlikely
when underlying issues threaten
cooperation.
As the United States feels increasingly threatened by China’s
growing self-sufficiency and technology sector, new agreements on
both sides are needed to stimulate
the global economy.
While it is always easy to blame
Trump, our mother country Britain has been globally spilling the
tea as it faces an uncertain future
regarding Brexit. Following a noconfidence vote regarding Prime
Minister Theresa May’s government, in which she scantily escaped by 19 votes, it seems rather
bleak that the new Brexit deal,
which includes measures regarding how much Britain owes the EU,
the fate of U.K. citizens living in the
EU and a wall at Northern Ireland’s
border, will pass by the deadline.
Maybe wall disputes are a trend
nowadays.
Until then, Britain’s exit from
the EU will probably be delayed,

pulling the economy further down
with the devalued pound, reluctant investors, confused manufacturers and nonexistent trade deals.
Considering no one has ever left
the current EU before, it will be a
miracle if they scrounge up an exceptional plan quickly.
Meanwhile, Europe’s largest
economy, Germany — whose carmakers struggled to meet pollution regulations and whose industry and car exports were decreased
by China — also suffered.
France’s yellow vest protesters, rioting about increases in fuel
taxes and less purchasing power,
decreased final quarter growth
by 0.2 percent. Perhaps President
Emmanuel Macron’s capitalist
policies, apparently favoring the
rich over the poor, are implausible
in a country known for guillotine.
It seems like our “globalist”
world is headed toward “nationalist,” as each nation encounters
a myriad of conflicts, which is reflected in global economic growth.
The real weakest link is no single
nation, or culmination thereof, but
is the internal political pressures
and lack of diplomacy. Political
pressures have distracted economies from efficiently growing
while trade disputes hurt relations
between them.
Protectionism is unwise when
everyone starts building walls
around one another, as it leads to
less competition, less markets to
sell, less innovation and eventually
slow economic growth.
Tearing down walls instead of
building new ones will provide the
much-needed security for more
prosperous economies.
-Pabvitraa Ramcharan
Political Science ‘21
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How to buy and sell textbooks without breaking your budget
BY YAAKOV SPRARAGEN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As if paying for tuition, transportation and food weren’t
enough, Baruch College students
are burdened with the expense
of purchasing textbooks for their
classes each semester.
The average college student
pays over $1,200 each year for their
books, according to CBS News.
With prices ranging from $30 to
$150 per book, 65 percent of students avoid purchasing them.
Textbook costs have soared in
recent years, largely due to the inclusion of e-learning access codes.
These codes, which are becoming
as much a regular part of a textbook as are a table of contents or
an index, grant students access
to online assessments and digital
homework assignments.
While some students try to get
away with periodically borrowing
their textbooks from the Newman
Library Building, ultimately there
is no getting around purchasing a
copy eventually.
It is therefore fortunate that
multiple online platforms and resources at Baruch have been developed to help students acquire
the textbooks they need at a more
affordable rate.
A logical, alternative to purchasing textbooks straight from
the publisher at retail price is to
negotiate sales from fellow college
students who have previously purchased the assigned course books.
A popular online platform
for buying and selling secondhand textbooks is known as

Student2Student.com.
Through this website, college
students in similar fields of study
are able to message one another
in search of a desired textbook.
Once a match and a deal is made,
students can avoid shipping and
handling costs by meeting at a
convenient location to make the
exchange.
Another commonly used strategy for students who are textbook
shopping is to search for digitally
formatted textbooks as opposed to
hard copies.
E-textbooks are a great way
to avoid carrying a heavy load of
books and the costs of hardcover
books.
Over the past few years, Baruch
student brainpower and resourcefulness have been applied collectively to battle high book expenses:
Over 10,000 students are current
members of a Facebook group
called “Baruch College Textbooks
- BUY or SELL!!”
This social-media textbook
marketplace is exclusively dedicated to Baruch student users and
is an expedient and inexpensive
way to buy or sell course required
textbooks.
Additionally, the Baruch Undergraduate Student Government
sponsors a recurring event called
the “Textbook Drive,” during which
students can donate their old textbooks and pick up a used one for
free.
Kamila Luky, a member of the
USG Marketing Committee, explained, “The Undergraduate Student Government constantly gets
input from students that we discuss

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

Textbooks make up a large portion of students' budgets, becoming a recurring cost for them every semester of college.
during town hall meetings and try
to work out with the school.A recurring issue that students face is
having to buy expensive books.”

She went on to say “That is the
reason we have textbook drives.
This event enables our student
body to save money.”

It pays to check out these money-saving options before you shell
out big bucks for textbooks so that
you won’t be reading in the red.
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Serenity repeatedly hits viewers over the head with dull twist

BENJAMIN WALLIN
Take some of The Truman Show
or The Matrix, remove humor and
vitality, sprinkle in some noir and
make sure no characters are likable. Out will come Serenity, a
drama that asks its audience to just
keep waiting one moment longer.
Anne Hathaway and Matthew
McConaughey star as ex-spouses
on an island where word spreads
fast. Karen Zariakas struts back into
the life of Baker Dill, an Ahab-like
sea captain, obsessed with a tuna
and cruel to anybody who’ll keep
him from that fish. He’s named it
Justice, without a flicker of irony.
She has a different target in mind.
Hathaway plays the role of the
femme fatale, a woman out to get
Baker to commit murder. The story, written and directed by Steven
Knight, is an attempt to plumb the
depths of morality, exploring what
could make Karen’s suggested action justifiable, while tossing in
concepts of free will and familial
bonds despite great separation. On
paper, Serenity has the capacity to
be a compelling or clever film.
The only real compelling element of the film is that it is able to
keep its momentum going, luring
viewers forward with hints that
there is something off about the

story’s world. Like an ellipsis or
a question mark, Serenity clearly
leads somewhere; its twist, premise
or conceit being hinted at whenever possible. Jeremy Strong plays
an idiosyncratic man with a briefcase, following Baker throughout
his story, while a clock ticks away in
Benjamin Wallfisch’s score.
Everybody on the island knows
what’s going on in everybody else’s
life, as gossip spreads at astounding speeds. Then there’s this connection Baker has with his son.
The breadcrumbs are not subtle;
at times, it feels more as if Knight
left whole baguettes sitting around,
pointing off and leading away into
the distance. Something’s not right
on this island and Knight wants

viewers to know it.
When Knight shows his hand,
he does it more than once. He answers the question with subtlety
and then makes the answer more
and more obvious, beating the audience over the head with his idea
that’s far from ungraspable. Someday, audiences might be lured into
the film again by a Netflix category
promising “Mind-bending” or “Cerebral” movies, but taking the trip
to a theater would be an even bigger waste of 106 minutes.
There’s nobody to care about in
Serenity. Baker doles out unkindness and then speaks wistfully
about a fish he was already trying
to catch when the film started. The
mystique of McConaughey’s earthy

voice does nothing for the words
being uttered. Jason Clarke plays
Frank, Karen’s cartoonishly evil
husband. He doesn’t twirl a mustache, but his actions are so one-dimensionally in the camp of things
bad guys do, he almost becomes a
non-person. The victims of Frank’s
abuse are similarly dehumanized,
never given enough depth of character to elicit sympathy.
Hathaway recently made headlines by defending Serenity, writing
in an Instagram post that “some
critics get [Serenity] and, like me,
find it interesting, moving, ambitious and different, and for some
it just doesn’t work.” Hathaway
should be commended for being
open about her film’s poor standing

GRAHAM BARTHOLOMEW | AVIRON PICTURES

The characters in Serenity are generally either unkind or dehumanized, resulting in a film without a hero to care for.

among critics — as of this writing,
it sits at a lowly rating of 20 percent
positive reviews on Rotten Tomatoes — but her defense of the film
upon the merit of understanding it
is flawed, coming from the very nature of the work she’s a part of.
Serenity is like the result of a
YouTube fan who’s seen enough
explainer videos to know how
much people love a good twist, but
didn’t care to put much thought
into the rest of their resulting movie. There’s enough going on in the
film that the dull characterization
and poor sense of morality could
be explained away, but only by getting mired in the film’s own sense
of logic.
However, twists and alternate
universes only have so much energy without a meaningful story,
until they peter out and lose their
own meaning. Without somebody
to care about, no gimmick can save
the film.
As mentioned, the best thing
about Serenity is that it keeps going.
The next best thing is that it goes
away. The film evaporates from the
mind soon after it ends. Knight’s
work is unmemorable and should
quickly be eclipsed by the viewing
of any other, better movie — more
than likely an achievable task.
Perhaps, even the YouTube videos that inevitably exist to explain
the ending of Serenity are more
compelling than the film itself.
They’re best to be avoided, though.
After all, a runner who only looks at
the finish line may very well trip on
the obstacles along the way. By the
time Serenity reaches its finish line,
the race has been far from worth it.

James Blake sounds better than ever on
his collaboration-infused Assume Form
MIGUEL MODESTO
STAFF WRITER

An important factor that determines the longevity of an artist’s
career is growth — not only as a
musician, but as an artist.
Throughout his career, James
Blake has been able to capture
the ears of his fans through his
electronic dubstep sound that has
made him stand out in a decade
full of different innovative artists.
It is no surprise that since the
release of his last album The Colour in Anything, Blake has collaborated with the likes of Beyoncé,
Jay-Z, Travis Scott and Kendrick
Lamar. The finished product of his
latest work, Assume Form, is a wellproduced and layered pop album
that explores the vulnerability of
Blake’s love life.
Throughout the album’s runtime, listeners will notice a change
of lyrical direction that explores
the emotions of Blake’s affection
for his girlfriend. In one tweet,
Blake made it very clear that his
girlfriend, The Good Place actress
Jameela Jamil, was the sole inspiration behind Assume Form’s
existence.
This is made evident through
songs like “I’ll Come Too” and
“Power On,” which explore the
dynamics of a relationship while
simultaneously including very
memorable vocal melodies. All of
the songs on the album showcase
Blake’s talent for lyrics, and there
is a noticeable increase of personal
emotion in the language of each
song, separating them from his
previous albums.
A major reason the album
sound is so cohesive is the production. Blake does a fantastic job with

fellow producer Dominic Maker in
creating a lush sound that is persistent throughout the entire album.
Assume Form’s production has
endless layers of beats and sound
effects that may not be entirely
heard on the first listens.
Fans of Blake’s previous work
will have an easy time listening to
his new hip-hop-inspired beats
that also have elements of R&B and
electronic music, elements that offer different perspectives for each
subsequent listen.
The album also sees guest producer Metro Boomin on the tracks
“Mile High” and “Tell Them,” appearing near the beginning and
successfully setting the tone for the
following songs.
Another thing this album offers
is a variety of guest appearances.
Artists Travis Scott, Moses Sumney, ROSALÍA and André 3000 are
able to enhance the change of artistic direction Blake chose for the
album.
André 3000’s rap on the track
“Where’s the Catch?” is a standout moment on the entire record, thanks to the fantastic rap
verse and beat provided by Metro
Boomin.
Blake is able to use his abilities
as an electronic producer to effortlessly transition to the world of rap
as seen by Scott’s feature on the
song “Mile High,” which includes
simple, but effective production
that complements Scott’s verses on
the track. With the help of Metro
Boomin, “Mile High” is the standout single on the entire album.
As a result of these hip-hop features and influences, the album
has a very upbeat sound that is in
stark contrast with previous efforts
by Blake, tending to have a very

melancholic sound.
Although Assume Form does
have a more upbeat sound than
its predecessors, fans will not be
alienated, thanks to Blake’s calm
vocal performances. Another
standout moment on the record is
Blake’s duet with ROSALÍA; their
combined voices complement one
another, creating a beautiful love
ballad. Another benefit that Blake’s
new artistic approach allows for is
the singer’s soothing vocals that
are delightfully calm and dreamy,
making his voice sound better
than ever.
The album’s closing track, “Lullaby for My Insomniac,” is a classic
Blake track. It is the eeriest sounding song on the album and it stands
out from the rest of the track listing
while still retaining an affectionate
performance by Blake. It’s a fantastic finish to a vulnerable album.
Blake is able to find an incredible balance of different genres to
fuse together into an album that
already feels like a highlight of
2019. Since the release of his debut
album, Blake has successfully expanded his sound.
With the help of his contemporaries, Blake has become a memorable artist and with his new effort,
he is able to go beyond his previous work.

Fans of Blake's previous
work will have an easy time
listening to his new hip-hopinspired beats that also have
elements of R&B.
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TIME'S UP launches new
film diversity challenge
VICTORIA MERLINO
MANAGING EDITOR

The newest Hollywood trend?
Working with female directors.
Launched at the 2019 Sundance
Film Festival, the #4PercentChallenge urges those involved in Hollywood’s movie industry to commit to a feature film project with a
female director within the next 18
months, as part of an attempt to
double the number of women in
film leadership positions.
The brainchild of women’s
rights organization TIME'S UP and
the Annenberg Inclusion Initiative, the challenge came about after a January 2019 initiative study,
which revealed that over the past
decade, only 4 percent of directors from the top grossing 1,200
movies were female — equaling 46
women.
The challenge also comes on
the heels of the 2019 Academy
Award nominations, where no
women were nominated for the
best director award.
Tessa Thompson oﬃcially announced the #4PercentChallenge
at Sundance, later tweeting out, “I

will work with a female director in
the next 18 months. …Which male
actors are with us?”
Stars like Reese Witherspoon,
Rashida Jones, Constance Wu,
Kerry Washington, former Baruch
College student Jennifer Lopez and
Brie Larson have already signed
onto the challenge, as has Universal Pictures, through President of
Production Peter Kramer.
Other findings from the Annenberg study touched on the intersection of gender and race in the
film industry. The study saw that
out of the 46 female directors of
the top 1,200 films, 39 were white,
four were African-American, two
were Asian and one was Latina.
Women of color were also found
to comprise less than 6 percent of
C-Suites, boards of directors and
executive teams.
The Annenberg Inclusion Initiative studies diversity and inclusion in entertainment through
research, advocacy and action,
according to its website. The initiative is aﬃliated with the University
of Southern California Annenberg
School for Communication and
Journalism.
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Enthralling stalker drama You sees new viewership on Netflix
EVAN LEWIS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Television lovers all over the
world were treated to an overnight
sensation when the first season of
You premiered on Netflix the day
after Christmas.
The series, which had garnered
an average of 1.1 million weekly
views during its original 10-episode
run on Lifetime, became an instant
international obsession over the
holidays.
Netflix announced on social
media that You was on track to be
watched by 40 million households
within its first four weeks on the
platform — a number that cannot
be verified, as Netflix doesn’t make
its viewing metrics available to
third parties — setting forth a historic precedent that could change
television for decades to come.
With the second season set to start
filming this month, many people
are wondering what made You
such a sleeper hit.
The premise is simple enough:
a beautiful, blonde grad student
named Guinevere Beck wanders
into an independent bookstore,
where she hits it off with Joe Goldberg, the store’s charming manager.
Unbeknownst to her, Joe is obsessive, using her love of social media
to weasel his way into her life.
What transpires over the next 10
episodes is suspenseful, unnerving
and, at times, downright disturb-

Perhaps one of the most
valuable things about You is
its masterful satire that can,
unfortunately, be overlooked
by many.

ing. The way Joe — played impeccably by Gossip Girl alum Penn
Badgley — is able to effortlessly
stalk Beck around the city thanks
to her tweets and online posts is
enough to give even the staunchest
social media addict pause.
You allows viewers to essentially
stalk the stalker. The audience follows him around as he meticulously plans every detail of his extravagant schemes and listens to his
internal monologue. Meanwhile,he
tries to justify all of his deranged
actions in the name of what he considers to be love.
There are so many times Joe almost gets caught by one of Beck’s
friends or a particularly suspicious
neighbor, only to talk his way out
of the situation due to his superior
intellect.
Getting inside the mind of a person like this is extremely unsettling,
but the experience also creates one
of the most binge-worthy shows on
TV or streaming services.
Something that separates You
from many Lifetime originals is its
careful nuance when developing its
protagonist.
Joe is undoubtedly the villain in
the show, but the writers are determined to give him more depth than
just that characterization. Whether
he’s helping out the troubled boy
next door or genuinely just trying
to be a good boyfriend, Joe is more
complicated than the stereotypical creep that is often depicted on
screen.
Just like in The Sopranos and
Dexter, there are certain scenes in
which it can be easy to forget that
the main character is a ruthless,
controlling sociopath — that is, until the viewers are dragged back to
reality after Joe’s latest act of horror.
Perhaps one of the most valuable things about You is its masterful satire that can, unfortunately,
be overlooked by many. Whether

the show is poking fun at social
media influencers or the painfully
out-of-touch upper class, the dialog between characters is packed
with one-liners that sound like they
belong in a Portlandia sketch.
The biting self-awareness that
the show has makes Beck and her
friends’ obliviousness to their privilege even more funny when spoken
aloud.
The humor is subtle and can be
easy to miss, but is quite a treat for
those who pick up on it.
Despite its overall excellence,
there are aspects of the show that
can be irritating, especially if one
lives in New York. Beck’s character
as a whole is complicated and welllayered, but there are many times
when she induces a whole lot of
aggravation for everyone watching.
For example, there are scenes in
which she gets changed and even
has sex right in front of her window,
ignorant of the easy access into her
private life that creeps such as Joe
can receive.
Her blissful unawareness continues onto the streets of Manhattan, where she fails to notice the
good-looking bookstore manager
standing right next to her practically everywhere she goes. There are
so many signs Beck continues to ignore for months on end, including
Joe’s increasingly freakish behavior
and warnings from those who care
about her.
Overall, You definitely lives up
to the hype. Like Caroline Kepnes’
book of the same name, the series
warns of the perils of displaying
one’s life online, as well as of the
dangers of dating in New York City.
Just like Joe, there are twists lurking
around every corner.
The first season will leave the
audience constantly guessing as
to what comes next, pleading for
more as the final episode of the
season cuts to black.

COURTESY OF NETFLIX

One frustration in You is the obliviousness of protagonist Guinevere Beck,
right, as she fails to notice stalking warning signs from Joe Goldberg, left.

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

“This is obviously a growing trend within the New York real estate market impacting various entertainment venues and businesses," the Highline Ballroom's owner said, within high rents causing the venue to close.

Add Highline Ballroom to the growing list of closing NYC venues
SVEN LARSEN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Manhattan's well-known music
venue, the Highline Ballroom, is set
to close its doors in February due
to the failed renewal of the Chelsea
venue's lease.
In a Jan. 11 Twitter announcement, Steve Bensusan, the venue's
owner, stated: “Unfortunately after
12 years our landlord has decided
not to renew Highline Ballroom’s
lease.”
The Highline Ballroom has been
home to various performances,
ranging from hip-hop acts to local
bands to drag cabarets.
The Highline Ballroom's large
capacity of over 1,000 people, convenient location beneath the High
Line — a popular New York City

public space since 2009 — and artist lofts and galleries have made the
venue a staple for many local New
Yorkers and musical acts.
The venue’s website cites these
aspects as part of what has led artists like Paul McCartney, Lady Gaga
and Carlos Santana to be “swayed
by the unique ambiance of the
Highline Ballroom.”
The closure of such a prominent music venue in New York City
isn't an isolated event. According
to Bensusan’s statement, “This is
obviously a growing trend within
the New York real estate market
impacting various entertainment
venues and businesses.”
New York City has long been associated with high rent prices and
even higher competition for real
estate space. Bensusan states that

the Highline Ballroom’s landlord
had led the tenants to believe their
lease would be renewed for over a
year, but, he writes, “it is now clear
that the landlord has other plans
for the building.”
The sudden announcement of
the venue’s closure was first hinted
at when music insider and Club
Cumming co-owner Daniel Nardicio posted “RIP Highline Ballroom”
on his Facebook account on Jan. 10.
New York City has seen many
other venues and clubs closed in
the past decade.
The Lenox Lounge in Harlem
closed its doors in 2012 when the
jazz club’s building was ordered to
be scheduled for demolition. Webster Hall in the East Village has been
closed for renovations since August
2017, with a specific reopening day

that has yet to be announced.
The Highline Ballroom’s sister venue, B.B. King Blues Club
& Grill, closed in 2018. New York
venues American Beauty, Output,
Cielo and Cornelia Café closed
last year as well, according to Billboard. The owner of the Highline
Ballroom and B.B. King, Blue Note
Entertainment Group, has cited
the increasing rent to be an issue
for continuing to keep local venues open.
The Highline Ballroom’s addition to music club history has
been met with various reactions
from attendees and performers. Many fans grieved on Twitter
over the loss of such a well-known
Chelsea fixture and lamented the
club with their own memories
of seeing their favorite bands or

singers perform there.
Artists scheduled to appear at
the Highline Ballroom in the upcoming year have slowly been relocating to other venues, such as the
Sony Hall near Times Square and
Brooklyn Bowl in Williamsburg.
The Roots will perform a final
show that's scheduled for Feb. 5,
but Bensusan has indicated that he
and his team plan on “reopening
the Highline Ballroom at a new location in the Chelsea/Meatpacking
District and are currently looking at
options. We hope to be able to announce our plans soon.”
Whether or not the Highline
Ballroom returns remains to be
seen, but the loss of a cultural staple of one of the trendiest neighborhoods in the city will be felt and
missed by many.

NEW YORK JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
Written by Benjamin Wallin
Photos courtesy of the Jewish Museum

About the Festival
The Film Society of Lincoln Center and the Jewish Museum presented the 28th annual New York Jewish Film Festival from Jan. 9 to Jan. 22, offering a variety of films related to Jewish identity, whether that be through religious observance, remembrance of the Holocaust, connection to the
land of Israel or some other way. The Ticker presents short reviews of some NYJFF selected entries.

A

definite highlight of the festival, Autonomies is a five-episode Israeli miniseries from Yehonatan Indursky, depicting a dystopian Israel split into a secular state and a Haredi autonomy,
where ultra-Orthodox Jews can live behind a guarded wall, protected from the influences of the
outside world, free to practice their Judaism and enforce it with their own guard patrol.
The series is packed with details of Jewish observance, stories and iconography that likely come
straight from Indursky’s own religious upbringing — in a question-and-answer session, he spoke
about attending the Ponovezh Yeshiva and feeling like he was growing up between two worlds. All it
takes is a character mumbling a blessing before eating to provide the imagined world with authenticity.
Anchoring the whole story are moving performances, most notably by Assi Cohen as Broide, a Jonah-like figure on a journey of doubt and woe. He, like his creator, is between two worlds, smuggling
illicit materials past the autonomy’s kosher inspectors or chanting Charlie Parker’s “Lover Man” as if
it was a Hasidic niggun, a religious tune.
As an exploration of character, Autonomies is superb, though it’s less articulate in its expression of
theme. To take a side between the Hareidis and the secular Israelis would be potentially volatile —
during the questions and answers, various audience members harangued Indursky for holding views
he had not once expressed in the show. Indursky’s decision not to play favorites in his show comes
across less as avoidance than as the message of disliking barriers that he’s trying to get across. Whether
he’s successful will likely depend on the viewer and how they already feel about walls.

Seder-Masochism

N

ina Paley’s Seder-Masochism, animated in a style not too dissimilar from internet flash animations, has some really fun parts, and it would be great if those memorable parts were the majority of the movie — it’s almost impossible not to love a joyful sequence of the biblical Moses
dancing with his sheep to the ditty of Gene Kelly’s “Moses Supposes.”
The film is part recounting of the Passover seder and the stories told therein, part reconciliation by
Paley with her past religious experience. A significant portion of the film, though, is a wordless diatribe
against the patriarchy and the way Paley sees it represented in war and religion.
Paley comes at Judaism with a viciousness; her joking only goes so far before it toes the line of cruelty. Biblical stories are reinterpreted and added to, with Paley adding scenes of misogynist violence
to the proceedings. One part of the story of Exodus tells of Jewish circumcision, which the director
reinterprets into an assembly line of swords, blood and smiling viciousness.
Seder-Masochism is a tough work to reconcile with, as it does laugh at itself, doesn’t take itself too
seriously throughout, but then it turns a corner and incorporates footage of the Sept. 11 attacks on
the World Trade Center. There is little sense of love in Paley’s work; she is not trying to fairly approach
Judaism to deal with the aspects she dislikes.
There’s a reason the NYJFF summary describes Seder-Masochism as a “wildly playful and imaginative retelling.” It’s so much nicer to remember the good, fun parts of the film. To seek out the rest would
be to purposely look for pain.

A

mos Gitai’s 94-minute portrait of a single part of Jerusalem’s public transportation system is the
kind where every minute is felt. The minutes even show up on screen, as time cards come to
indicate that the film has reached a new segment. A Tramway in Jerusalem limits itself to the
platforms and cars of Israel’s Light Rail, an electric train that has an estimated 45-minute travel time
between its most distant points. As small as the coverage is, the stations it visits span a wide breadth of
those who live in Israel.
Gitai’s objective seems to be to capture a place and the people who are there, indiscriminately
pointing a camera and letting the conversations go forth and wander. The film is a drama, but Gitai
constructs his work to seem naturalistic, like he and his viewers are stumbling upon the Light Rail
passengers together.
If anything, A Tramway in Jerusalem makes an argument in favor of more selectivity and editing
in storytelling. More often than not, the people whom Gitai captures aren’t terribly interesting. They
cover ideas that have considerable value, to be sure, but the execution is poor, the final product, boring. A relatable moment comes with a young boy almost bouncing off the walls, walking from side to
side of the train, aimlessly, as his father obsessively reads aloud from Gustave Flaubert.
The biggest tease is in the recurring characters, the moments during which the film seems to be
building toward a cohesive story. A Tramway in Jerusalem is for anybody who likes doing what Gitai
apparently does, taking an aimless ride on a train, never really reaching a destination.

Who Will Write Our History

Autonomies

O

A Tramway in Jerusalem

nce it gets going, Who Will Write Our History is a deeply meaningful story for anybody who
knows what it’s like to have their story negated by somebody else’s telling of it. The Jewish people have defined themselves by their texts from early on, and this documentary confronts what
happens when history is in danger of being skewed by a falsified telling and the legitimizing of texts that
don’t fairly depict the people of the book.
While living in the Warsaw Ghetto, historian Emanuel Ringelblum decided to begin documenting the lives of the Jews in the ghetto. From 1940-1943, he and his group created the Oyneg Shabes
Archive, a collection of documents, writings and records of Jewish existence at the time. Ringelblum
recognized the historical nature of the time he was living in and was determined that the Jews would
tell their own story. For the most part, Who Will Write Our History succeeds at depicting the archive’s
construction, the reasons why the archive was so necessary and what the material was that was actually contained within it. The documentary is filled, more than with sorrow, with intent and purpose.
What is being told is just as important as how it is being told.
If anything, the film leaves viewers with a curiosity of what kind of treasures could be contained
within the Oyneg Shabes Archive. As eyewitness accounts of the Holocaust grow scarcer, other ways
of finding direct testimony are welcome considerations. Thinking about the Oyneg Shabes Archive
makes one wonder how many individual stories could be told from the information, and, if so, who
would be doing the telling.
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Science
Babies know best: Rocking improves sleep quality and memory
BY ANGELICA TEJADA

COPY EDITOR

Recently, the results from two
new studies conducted both in
young adults and mice have proven
that a rocking motion can improve
the quality of sleep and increases memory consolidation while
asleep.
Rocking chairs and hammocks
seem to cast a sleeping spell that
seems unattainable when sleeping on a normal bed. The motion
of rocking side to side has been
known to increase the ability for infants to fall asleep.
Both studies were led by Laurence Bayer and Sophie Schwartz
from the University of Geneva located in Switzerland. Bayer and her
colleagues previously conducted a
simulation with the rocking motion
during an afternoon nap of 45 minutes. The results show that the consistent motion of swaying back and
forth led the subjects to fall asleep
faster and to sleep throughout the
whole time period.
The first study consisted of 18
young healthy adults, 10 women
and eight men. According to Current Biology, the hypothesis Bayer
and Schwartz, along with their colleagues, tested was “that the rhythmic rocking stimulation synchronizes sleep oscillations, a neurophysiological mechanism referred
to as ‘neural entrainment.’”
All of the participants conducted
a week dedicated to an actigraphy,
a non-invasive method of monitoring human rest and activity cycles,
in which all of the participants’
sleep activities were measured and

recorded. After the actigraphy, the
participants went through habituation night, which served to allow
the scientists to have a point of reference for the following nights of
experimentation. During habituation night, the participants slept in
a stationary bed.
After habituation night, the participants went through two experimental nights. On the first night,
the participants slept on a rocking
bed that would gently sway the bed
back and forth. The following night,
the participants slept on an identical bed that did not move.
According to Current Biology,
during both experimental nights,
the participants were “under polysomnographic monitoring (electroencephalogram [EEG], electrooculogram [EOG], and electromyogram [EMG]),” the combination of
which allowed the experimenters
to have a better idea of the neurological response of the subject’s
mind, eyes and muscles. The researchers also assessed the participants with declarative memory
tasks before and after the night of
the experiment.
“The data showed that participants fell asleep faster while rocking,” according to a statement from
Cell Press, which publishes Current Biology. From the night spent
sleeping on the rocking bed, the
data also showed that the participants were in deep sleep and lasted
most of the night with non-rapid
eye movement sleep, also known
as NREM.
Following the results of the first
study, Paul Franken from the University of Lausanne located in Swit-
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Two new studies corroborate the benefits of a rocking motion during sleep, which could lead to new benefits for students.
zerland conducted a similar study
on mice. According to Current
Biology, the hypothesis Franken
and his colleagues tested was “that
the rocking effects are mediated
through the vestibular system,”
which is responsible for spatial
orientation and balance. In order
to test the hypothesis, the mice
were placed in cages that rocked
throughout the time the mice were
asleep.
According to the statement,
“The best rocking frequency for
mice was found to be four times
faster than in people.” The mice

spent less time falling asleep and
more time asleep throughout the
night, but the mice did not show
evidence of being in deeper sleep.
The reasons a college student
does not get the amount of healthy
sleeping hours can vary. According
to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, adults from the age
18 to 60 need seven or more hours
per night of sleep. Trying to stay
awake during a two-hour lecture at
9 in the morning, running on four
to six hours of sleep can be difficult
for some. Having a healthy sleep
schedule benefits the productivity

of students and makes maintaining
school and other responsibilities
easier.
The results of these two studies
can be applied to the lives of students who are incapable of getting
enough sleep during the night. Being able to fall into a deeper sleep
that lasts throughout the whole
night is very beneficial when it
comes to being more energized
and capable throughout the day.
Because of the deeper sleep it provides, the rocking also improves
memory, which students can benefit from in their academics.

Study finds that effects of climate change may be irreversible
BY HUGH SHIN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
While the cold weather and the
first flakes of snow blanketing New
York City may convince some of us
otherwise, climate change remains
as real as it always has been, and a
new study reveals that the tipping
point may be closer than once expected.
A new study by Columbia Engineering published in Nature this
January reveals that Earth’s land,
which is responsible for absorbing
an annual 50 percent of carbon dioxide emitted, may not be able to
continue to absorb the increasing
amount of carbon dioxide caused
by anthropological sources.
Annual carbon uptake, the process involved in carbon capture
and long-term storage of atmospheric carbon dioxide in order to
mitigate or defer global warming,
is known to vary based on weather
phenomenon experienced year by
year. Even with significant anthropological contributions of carbon
dioxide, the Earth has had two
natural means of carbon dioxide
absorption: our oceans and our terrestrial biosphere.
While the effects of climate
change are already heavily felt by
the bleaching of coral reefs, ocean
acidification, increasingly unpredictable and severe weather
phenomena, leading professor of
the study Pierre Gentine stated,
“Should the land reach a maximum
carbon uptake rate, global warming
could accelerate, with important
consequences for people and the
environment. This means that action needs to be taken now in order
to avoid greater consequences of
climate change.”
Gentine and his student Dr.
Julia Green aimed to better understand how weather variability
affected land carbon dioxide ab-

sorption capacity by studying net
biome production — also known
as NBP — the net change in carbon in a region. By utilizing Earth
system models to specifically analyze changes in soil moisture, the
study was able to identify longterm patterns and effects that different weather phenomenon such
as droughts and floods had on the
long-term carbon intake capability
of the observed land.
The results showed correlation
between increased weather variability and severity and decreased
NBP. These findings are crucial in

understanding the severity of the
current climate change crisis; as
anthropological emissions of carbon dioxide increases, a greater
stress is put on Earth’s land and
oceans to absorb such emissions,
decreasing NBP.
As the natural sinks of the earth
absorb progressively less carbon,
carbon dioxide concentration will
increase in the atmosphere and
further increase the detrimental effects of global warming and climate
change. In fact, the study reveals
that in the absence of heat waves
and floods, Earth’s land would have

been capable of absorbing twice as
much carbon as it is capable of doing so now.
Gentine urges there to be more
consideration into carbon fluctuation in soil over time and to put effort into better climate predictions.
“Oil moisture plays such a large
role in the carbon cycle, in the ability of the land to uptake carbon,
it’s essential that processes related
to its representation in models become a top research priority,” Gentine said.
The question of whether it is too
late to alleviate this vicious cycle of

global warming and whether the
Earth has reached its tipping point
is in its ability to intake carbon.
Gentine and Green plan to further
their research into vegetation response to weather variability due
to climate change, as investigations continue to show that existing Earth system modeling is inadequate and underdeveloped in
modeling predictive carbon intake
on a global scale.
With better modeling, the two
hope to portray more holistic data
regarding the effects of climate
change.
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Reduction of carbon uptake worldwide may reduce the earth's capability to absorb some of the harmful effects of climate change, thus making it impossble to turn back.
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Sports

The Bearcat Beat:
Men's basketball and swim teams surge during winter break

WWW.ATHLETICS.BARUCH.CUNY.EDU

While Bryler Paige reached 1,000 points and William Sixsmith became Baruch's all-time leading three-point shooter over the winter break, the men's and women's swim teams broke five records of their own.
BY MATTEO FLAMIO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

WWW.ATHLETICS.BARUCH.CUNY.EDU

With the winter session over
and the spring semester starting
back up, it has come down to the
final stretch of games for Baruch
College’s winter sports teams before the Bearcats’ spring teams start
their seasons.
Only six games remain for Baruch’s men’s basketball team.
The team’s overall record sits
at 15-4 with a 9-1 CUNY Athletic Conference record, putting the
Bearcats at first place in the CUNYAC standings.
The team's final games are all
equally important, as the games are
all conference games. In order to
keep its No. 1 seeding, the Bearcats
will most likely have to win out.
Over the winter break, the
Bearcats saw two of their current
seniors and team captains — William Sixsmith and Bryler Paige
— eclipse the coveted 1,000-point
mark.
Paige, the redshirt senior, is Baruch’s second-leading scorer.
With 13.5 points per game, he
has been one of the more consistent players on both sides of the ball
for his entire career as a Bearcat.
He's come in clutch during key
moments for his team, such as at

the 2017 “Battle of Lex,” in which he
hit the game-tying 3-pointer at the
end of regulation to force overtime.
Sixsmith, more commonly
known as Billy, is known for his
clutch 3-point shooting, and he is
Baruch’s all-time leader with 256
points and counting, a record he
broke earlier this season.
He is the third-leading scorer on
the team, with just over 13 points
per game, and is shooting just under 40 percent from behind the arc.
As the playoffs are in the near
future, “Battle of Lex,” the one game
that is highly anticipated each year
by not only the Baruch basketball
team but by the entire campus, is
quickly approaching.
The event will take place on Feb.
7 at 8 p.m. against CUNYAC rival
Hunter College.
This game is a way for the athletic department to reach out to the
student population of Baruch and
be a fun and competitive way to
unite the community.
Baruch’s swimming and diving
teams had their regular seasons
come to an end this past week.
Both the men and women are set
up to be in top spots for the CUNYAC finals.
The men finished their season
with an overall record of 8-0 and a
CUNYAC record of 3-0 to put them

in the top seed in the standings.
The women had a 9-3 record
and a 5-1 CUNYAC record to give
them the second seed behind
Hunter College.
Both teams had great seasons
with many standout moments, but
the day that stood out the most was
Jan. 19 at the Mount Saint Mary
College Invitational, specifically
the teams’ races against Mount
Saint Mary itself, in which both
teams combined for five broken
records.
Women’s swimming and diving
captain Yee Chung Phang broke
two records on the day.
First, she broke a 13-year-old
100 individual medley record held
by Annelie Gregor, with a time of
1:06.14.
The other record was also previously held by Gregor in the 50-yard
breaststroke, and Phang broke it by
putting up the time of 33.49.
Alan Li of the men’s team also
broke records that day.
He broke two 16-year-old records held by Emrah Ertamay, one
in the 100 individual medley and
the other in the 50-yard breaststroke.
The fifth record broken was also
held by Ertamay, but it was broken
by Evan Nikolic in the 50-yard butterfly with a time of 26.65.
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The Blueshirts have been incredibly streaky all year but entered the All-Star break on a winning streak. However, the team is still committed to rebuilding, and favorites such as Mats Zuccarello may be traded away.

Rangers look to be deadline sellers following All-Star break
BY FELIX MALAMUD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

New Yorkers are some of the
most knowledgeable yet impatient
sports fans in the world. Their passion and loyalty for the teams they
root for every single day, week,
month and year are unparalleled
and something to marvel at. New
York City is the city that never
sleeps, and that translates directly
toward the passion felt for the professional sports franchises that call
this city their home.
For a successful, large-scale metropolis like the Big Apple, there
should logically be very successful
sports teams. Teams like the New
York Yankees and New York Giants
have exemplified what it means to
be successful championship franchises over the decades.
However, teams like the New
York Knicks and the New York Jets
have seen their fans accept mediocrity and futility, knowing that a
rebuilding process would ultimately lead to a winning culture in the
future. The direction a team goes is
usually obvious, but one team has
confused and puzzled fans over the
years: the New York Rangers.
As one of the NHL’s Original
Six franchises, the team has seen
over 90 years of historic moments
while maintaining one of the most
loyal and passionate fan bases in
sports. The Rangers are, however,
the least successful of the Original
Six, with just four Stanley Cups
overall, one Stanley Cup in the
last 78 years and none in the last
quarter-century.
After the 2004-2005 full-season
lockout, the Rangers have been
a postseason staple, giving their
fans hope that Lord Stanley will
bring his cherished Cup back to the
greatest city in the world. But all
these runs ended in heartbreak and
disappointment, and it all came to
an ugly end last season, when the
Rangers missed the playoffs for the
first time since the 2009-2010 cam-

paign. They traded some household names, such as Ryan McDonagh, Rick Nash and J.T. Miller.
In addition, they gradually began a
rebuilding process, something this
franchise rarely went through in its
nearly century-long history.
After firing head coach Alain
Vigneault at the end of the season,
New York brought in new, inexperienced coach David Quinn. Quinn
had tons of success at the collegiate
level with Boston University and
had the expectation of developing
the young talent that the Rangers
piled up for the future.
Currently, the Rangers sit at a
21-20-7 record with 49 points and
are on the outside looking in. They
are well behind several teams for a
wild-card spot and have a long way
to go if they want to secure a topthree spot in the Metropolitan Division.
At this point, fans have reluctantly accepted that this team will
most likely miss the postseason for
the second consecutive year, something that hasn’t happened since
the Rangers missed the playoffs in
seven straight seasons from 19972004. But with over a week off after
their last game, a 3-2 road victory
against the playoff-bound Boston
Bruins on Jan. 19, the Blueshirts
once again entered the All-Star
break as an enigma.
But this one is a little bit different than last season’s. Last year, the
Rangers entered the All-Star break
with a 25-20-5 record and in reasonable position for the postseason. But a putrid start to the second half, specifically losing eight
of their first 10 games, resulted in
Rangers general manager Jeff Gorton having to pull the plug. This
season, the Rangers entered with
no postseason aspirations and
had the goal of further developing
their young core while most likely
continuing to sell when the trade
deadline approached. Throughout
the season, however, the Rangers
have been the definition of incon-

sistency. They lost eight of their
first 11 games, followed by a stretch
of nine wins in their next 11 games.
Just when things started to look optimistic, the Rangers proceeded to
lose 10 of their next 13 games.
However, they closed out the
2018 calendar year with two strong
road wins against the Nashville
Predators and St. Louis Blues. Their
2019 did not get off to a great start
as they lost five straight games in
regulation, the first three by five
goals each — a 7-2 home loss to the
Pittsburgh Penguins, a 6-1 road loss
to the Colorado Avalanche and an
embarrassing 5-0 road loss to the
lowly Arizona Coyotes. After their
fifth straight loss, a 4-3 home defeat
to their crosstown rival, the New
York Islanders, coach Quinn called
out his team for lack of effort and
consistent poor play. That pushed
the team to win four of their next
five games, which is where the
Rangers currently stand.
As far as the All-Star Game is
concerned, goaltender Henrik Lundqvist was the lone Rangers representative. This was his fifth All-Star
Game appearance, though players
such as Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad and Kevin Hayes deserved
more consideration. Lundqvist’s
15-12-7 record is not exactly flattering, and his 3.01 goals-againstaverage and .908 save percentage
are well below his career marks.
However, the Rangers netminder
has made his way up the ladder on
the all-time wins list.
The victory against the Bruins was his 446th, passing Terry
Sawchuk for sixth all-time in NHL
wins. Lundqvist is one of three
active goaltenders in the top 10,
along with Roberto Luongo, who
is fourth, and Marc-André Fleury,
who is ninth.
Zibanejad leads the Rangers
with 27 assists and 44 points this
season, while Kreider leads the
team with 22 goals and is well on
track for his first career 30-goal season. Hayes has been the most con-

sistent Ranger, with 33 points and
an excellent two-way game at the
center position. His value has certainly increased, which is why he
will likely be the main player dealt
at the Feb. 25 trade deadline.
Longtime fan favorite Mats Zuccarello is also among the players
that may be dealt. Zuccarello struggled mightily throughout the season but has appeared to pick things
up, playing on a line with Kreider
and Zibanejad. He has scored 10
points in his last seven games, including three multi-point games.
The Kreider-Zibanejad-Zuccarello
line has been on a scoring tear,
registering 23 points with 11 goals
and 12 assists in New York’s past
five games, in which the Rangers
are 4-1-0. All three forwards could
end up being on the market within
the next few weeks, as New York
is still miles away from contending for a playoff berth, let alone a
Stanley Cup.
The Rangers’ special teams have
been up-and-down, as they are
14th on the power play with a 20.6
percent clip, but 25th on the penalty kill at just 77.0 percent. Their
defense has been very porous, as
they give up the fourth-most shots
per game at 33.3, the sixth-most
goals per game at 3.38 and have the
second-worst faceoff percentage at
47.4 percent.
The team’s defensive core, led
by Neal Pionk, Brady Skjei, Kevin
Shattenkirk and Marc Staal, has
underperformed
tremendously.
Skjei — who signed a six-year, $31.5
million extension this offseason —
and Shattenkirk — who signed a
four-year, $27 million contract as
a free agent — have not lived up to
expectations. They both have just
14 points and plus/minus ratings of
-7 and -9, respectively. Pionk and
Anthony DeAngelo have given the
Rangers some hope for the defensive core, as both have stepped up
in their increased roles.
Young forwards such as Filip
Chytil and Brett Howden have seen

much more playing time and are
cornerstones for this team’s future.
Backup goaltender Alexandar
Georgiev has been subpar this season after a stellar stretch of games
to close out last season. The Rangers do have an excellent goalie
prospect playing for the Kontinental Hockey League’s SKA Saint Petersburg named Igor Shestyorkin,
the 10th-best overall prospect in
the NHL.
New York’s ninth overall pick
in the 2018 NHL Entry Draft, Vitali
Kravtsov, is the league’s top-rated
prospect and recently helped lead
the Russian junior national team to
a bronze medal at the World Junior
Ice Hockey Championships.
Clearly, the Rangers have shifted their focus toward rebuilding,
which means any of their veteran
players and potential free agents
are up for grabs. Hayes and Zuccarello are free agents after this season, and it appears that they will
not be in the Rangers’ long-term
plans.
Trading Zibanejad will require
a king’s ransom in return, as he
has been the team’s most productive forward. There is a very likely
chance that the players that Ranger
fans have become synonymous
with over the past decade will no
longer be donning the New York
blue, white and red.
Everything will be much clearer
as to who stays and who goes once
the second half of the season commences and the Feb. 25 trade deadline approaches closer. Despite
winning three straight games to
close out the first half, Ranger fans
should not be fooled into thinking
about the playoffs.
This team is rebuilding and will
most likely be major sellers at the
trade deadline, ultimately leading to a second straight campaign
with no postseason hockey. However, the future is bright and that
is something that continues to give
fans optimism and passion for the
team they love.
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Iran crushes China in AFC matchup
BY WEN XI CHEN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
As the match against Iran went
on with China already resoundingly beaten well before the final
whistle, Marcello Lippi, the Italian
manager of the Chinese team, decided to retreat to the dugout instead of standing in the technical
area as he did for more than half
of the game.
He knew then, after making
three substitutions, there was no
way his team would overcome a
two-goal deficit. The team did not.
With a typically resolute defense and a potent offense, Iran
was helped by the constant lapse
of concentration and the amateur
mistakes made by the Chinese
defense, capping Lippi’s mixed
tenure as the China national team
coach.
The defeat was hardly surprising. While Iran had qualified for
the FIFA World Cup undefeated,
China was second-to-last in the
group and only reversed the
course after hiring Lippi.
The performance by Iran in
the previous games was probably
the most convincing among the
so-called elites in Asian soccer,
scoring nine and conceding none
prior to the quarterfinal.
China, helped by a lenient
draw, advanced to the knockout
stage, but the only impressive
game was the one against Philippines with two instinctive goals
from Wu Lei, who had been criticized for his lack of production
with the national team.
The first goal came at a clearance from the edge of the Iran
box.
Feng Xiaoting, the 33-year-old
defender, took too many steps to
approach the fast-moving ball
and gave a chance for the blistering Sardar Azmoun to snatch it

COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG

The Chinese National Team needs to consider investing in youth talent to succeed.
away before Xiaoting could clear
it. Azmoun then broke away from
Xiaoting and cleared the way for
himself to pass to the arriving Mehdi Taremi, who was too fast for
the Chinese defense and tapped
in for the opener.
Taremi then floundered a
chance to tap in coming from a
pass across the goal by Mohammad Kanani, who received the
ball from a whipping cross by
Ashkan Dejagah.
But that didn’t matter because
China did not learn from the first
mistake as the team failed to deal
with a long-range pass from the
back of the Iran defense.
Azmoun, again, outpaced another Chinese defender, Liu Yiming, dribbled around the goalkeeper, Yan Junling, before scoring the second goal.
His players did it again for the
third time that night when Shi Ke
miscontrolled another clearance
from Iran, giving way for Taremi
to release Karim Ansarifard and
punish China one last time.
“I want to thank all my players.

Until now, they sacrificed a lot,”
Lippi said. “But I’m a little bit angry about tonight.”
For an Italian gentleman like
Lippi, this was a seething indictment of his players.
What made the incompetence
at Mohammed bin Zayed Stadium
more incomprehensible was that
China had played Iran twice during the previous World Cup qualification cycle.
After all, a spot in Asian topeight seemed to be appropriate
for China.
The bigger problem, though,
is where the national team would
go, given that it was the oldest
team in the tournament and getting caught up by countries like
Thailand and Vietnam that have
invested effectively in youth development, unlike China.
Looking at the poor performance in youth competitions,
He Wei, the lead commentator
for China Central Television, expressed the sorrows that things
might get worse in the future for
Chinese football.
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SUDOKU SOLUTION:

ISSUE 12

DE-STRESS WITH DINA
1:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. | NVC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
KESHER MONDAYS
4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. | NVC 2-125 | Free
ENCOUNTERS GENERAL MEETING
12:40 p.m. - 2 p.m. | NVC 5-165 | Free
SHE'S THE FIRST GIM #1
12:40 p.m. - 2:20 p.m. | NVC 9-130 | Free
HILLEL TABLING
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. | NVC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
BETA ALPHA PSI TABLING
12 p.m. - 5 p.m. | NVC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
GIM #1: THE MOB IS BACK
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. | NVC 3-215 | Free
FINANCE AND ECONOMICS SOCIETY MEETING
6 p.m. - 9 p.m. | NVC 3-215 | Free
MISHKIN GALLERY EXHIBITION: THE AESTHETICS OF LEARNING
11 a.m. - 6p.m. | 135 E. 22nd Street | Free

weekend
weekend
CINDY HUANG | THE TICKER

*Off-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight
Save the Date

Internship Update

Power Half Hour: Networking
Feb. 5, 2019, 5:15 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. in NVC 2-190
In this workshop, we will teach you how to establish
relationships with people who will often become part
of your professional network for your career.

Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts

Creating Your Own Major: The Ad Hoc
Feb. 6, 2019, 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m., NVC 2-190
Learn how to combine courses from several
departments, and/or across schools, into a unique
and coherent major.
Power Half Hour: Interviewing
Feb. 6, 2019, 5:15 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. in NVC 2-190
Your resume and cover letter are a self-marketing
tool used to secure an interview. Join us and learn
how to develop a Baruch-specific resume.

SCDC Tip of the Week
Check out the SCDC Tip of the Week from the Starr
Career Development Center
“Don’t be afraid to showcase your personality and highlight
your soft skills during an interview. During the interview,
please keep in mind that the employer is observing and
assessing your personality, deciding whether or not you would
be a good fit for the team. Don’t be afraid to be yourself!”

– Rebecca Marrero, Program Adviser

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Corporate Fund Internship
An example of an effective
business/arts partnership, the
Lincoln Center Corporate Fund
(LCCF) makes it possible for corporations, related foundations,
and professional firms to provide unrestricted funds to eight
world-class performing arts organizations and two acclaimed
educational institutions resident
at Lincoln Center including:
The Metropolitan Opera, New
York Philharmonic, The Juilliard
School, New York City Ballet,
Film Society of Lincoln Center, Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center, Lincoln Center

Theater, The School of American
Ballet, Jazz at Lincoln Center and
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts.
With one gift, corporations
and firms can support all 10 of
these organizations to the maximum effect. Members of the
Leadership Committee, Women’s Leadership Council, Media and Entertainment Council,
Business Council, Junior Women’s Council, Junior Business
Council, and Real Estate and
Construction Council assist the
Fund in its mission. The potential
intern will be working alongside

the Managing Director, Manager,
and LCCF team on a variety of
projects, which include prospect
research and database management to improve campaign strategy, assist with special events by
helping in plan and implementing, assist with day-of-event volunteer recruitment and management, assist in the development
of the Lincoln Center Corporate
Fund’s online presence.

Brooklyn (NY), and Troy (NY)
and serves students in grades
K-12. The format and experience
of the fellowship varies by region
and the grade level in which a
Fellow has been placed.
During the end of the regular
school year, Fellows will observe
classrooms, support their Mentor Teacher, who is a current
veteran teacher at Uncommon,
and potentially lead individual
or small group instruction. When
the regular school year ends and
Summer Academy begins, Fellows progress to leading instruc-

tion for a full class of students, allowing for direct teaching experience still with the support and
guidance of a Mentor. Fellows
participate in weekly professional development sessions around
teaching taxonomies and receive
regular cycles of feedback and
coaching. Over the course of the
program, Fellows will have many
opportunities to gain the experience and support necessary
to develop, grow, and enhance
their instructional skills.

Starr Search ID: 121851

Uncommon Schools
Summer Teaching Fellow
The Summer Teaching Fellowship is offered to college students entering their senior year
who are committed to beginning
a career in teaching. After spending time observing, learning, and
leading instruction in our classrooms, the majority of our Fellows receive and accept full-time
offers to teach at Uncommon
upon graduation.
Summer Teaching Fellows
come from college campuses
across the United States. STF is
currently offered in Boston (MA),
Newark (NJ), Camden (NJ),

Starr Search ID: 121814

